
 

National Association              of County Engineers 
25 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 580, Washington, DC 

 

The Voice of County Road Officials 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
April 30, 2015 
 
Contact: Rebecca Page, Director of Marketing and Membership 
  202-393-5041 ▪ rpage@naco.org 

 
RICHIE BEYER AWARDED NACE 

2014 RURAL COUNTY ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 
 
Washington, D.C. – The National Association of County Engineers (NACE) awarded Walter 
“Richie” Beyer, IV, P.E., the 2014 Rural County Engineer of the Year during its 2015 Annual Expo 
& Conference held April 19-23 in Daytona Beach, Florida. Since 2003 Beyer has served as 
County Engineer for Elmore County, Alabama, with a population of near 81,000. 
 
"It’s no surprise that Richie was selected as our Rural County Engineer of the Year,” said Brian 
Roberts, P.E., NACE Executive Director. “He has served as an incredible leader in Elmore County, 
NACE, and the Association of County Engineers of Alabama. Richie has saved his county’s 
taxpayers millions of dollars by reducing duplicated efforts and basing his decision making on 
metrics and safety." 
 
Early in his career, Beyer was instrumental in the conversion of Elmore County from a district 
system, managed by individual elected commissioners, to a centralized unit system. He also 
initiated a paved road inventory, which provided the Commission with its first accurate 
measure of all the county maintained roads. Beyer instituted a pavement preservation 
program, which cut rehabilitation time and resources by up to 85%. Working with the county’s 
8 municipalities, he administered the county’s first infrastructure plan. Beyer is also active in 
influencing federal and state legislative initiatives. 
 
Beyer manages 57 employees and an annual operating budget of approximately $5 million. His 
office maintains approximately 1000 miles of public roads, including 200 miles of rural unpaved 
roads; 127 bridges; and over 8000 drainage structures. 
 
Formed in 1956, NACE is a nonprofit, nonpartisan professional association representing nearly 
2,000 county engineers, road officials, and related professionals in the U.S. and Canada. NACE 
advocates for county road officials at the federal level, provides national educational forums, 
and connects county engineers to their local peers via its state affiliates. In the U.S., local roads 
account for about 75% of highways and roads, or 2.93 million miles. Counties manage 1.74 
million miles of those roads while cities and townships account for another 1.19 million miles. 
Counties also own 231,000 bridges and operate one-third of the nation’s transit systems. 
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